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II.	Purpose of Chapter  
  
     	The purpose of this introductory chapter is to provide the student with an overview of the current nature of international trade in goods and services for the world in general and for the United States in particular.  It is useful to make the student aware not only of the broad nature of international transactions, but also of the increased international interdependence that now characterizes the world economy.  Although this chapter contains a great amount of “data,” we have found that discussing this kind of information on the first day of class motivates student  
interest in the subject and in the course in general.
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